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§135.399

§135.399 Small nontransport category
airplane performance operating
limitations.

(a) No person may operate a recipro-
cating engine or turbopropeller-pow-
ered small airplane that is certificated
under §135.169(b) (2), (3), (4), (5), or (6)
unless that person complies with the
takeoff weight limitations in the ap-
proved Airplane Flight Manual or
equivalent for operations under this
part, and, if the airplane is certificated
under §135.169(b) (4) or (b) with the
landing weight limitations in the Ap-
proved Airplane Flight Manual or
equivalent for operations under this
part.

(b) No person may operate an air-
plane that is certificated under
§135.169(b)(6) unless that person com-
plies with the landing limitations pre-
scribed in §§135.385 and 135.387 of this
part. For purposes of this paragraph,
§§135.385 and 135.387 are applicable to
reciprocating and turbopropeller-pow-
ered small airplanes notwithstanding
their stated applicability to turbine en-
gine powered large transport category
airplanes.

[44 FR 53731, Sept. 17, 1979]

Subpart J—Maintenance, Preven-
tive Maintenance, and Alter-
ations

§135.411 Applicability.

(a) This subpart prescribes rules in
addition to those in other parts of this
chapter for the maintenance, preven-
tive maintenance, and alterations for
each certificate holder as follows:

(1) Aircraft that are type certificated
for a passenger seating configuration,
excluding any pilot seat, of nine seats
or less, shall be maintained under parts
91 and 43 of this chapter and §§135.415,
135.417, 135.421 and 135.422. An approved
aircraft inspection program may be
used under §135.419.

(2) Aircraft that are type certificated
for a passenger seating configuration,
excluding any pilot seat, of ten seats or
more, shall be maintained under a
maintenance program in §§135.415,
135.417, 135.423 through 135.443.

(b) A certificate holder who is not
otherwise required, may elect to main-
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tain its aircraft under paragraph (a)(2)
of this section.

(c) Single engine aircraft used in pas-
senger-carrying IFR operations shall
also be maintained in accordance with
§135.421 (¢), (d), and (e).

(d) A certificate holder who elects to
operate in accordance with §135.364
must maintain its aircraft under para-
graph (a)(2) of this section and the ad-
ditional requirements of Appendix G of
this part.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978, as
amended by Amdt. 135-70, 62 FR 42374, Aug. 6,
1997; Amdt. 135-78, 656 FR 60556, Oct. 11, 2000;
Amadt. 135-92, 68 FR 69308, Dec. 12, 2003; Amdt.
135-81, 70 FR 5533, Feb. 2, 2005; Amdt. 135-108,
72 FR 1885, Jan. 16, 2007; 72 FR 53114, Sept. 18,
2007]

§135.413 Responsibility for airworthi-
ness.

(a) Each certificate holder is pri-
marily responsible for the airworthi-
ness of its aircraft, including air-
frames, aircraft engines, propellers, ro-
tors, appliances, and parts, and shall
have its aircraft maintained under this
chapter, and shall have defects repaired
between required maintenance under
part 43 of this chapter.

(b) Bach certificate holder who main-
tains its aircraft under §135.411(a)(2)
shall—

(1) Perform the maintenance, preven-
tive maintenance, and alteration of its
aircraft, including airframe, aircraft
engines, propellers, rotors, appliances,
emergency equipment and parts, under
its manual and this chapter; or

(2) Make arrangements with another
person for the performance of mainte-
nance, preventive maintenance, or al-
teration. However, the certificate hold-
er shall ensure that any maintenance,
preventive maintenance, or alteration
that is performed by another person is
performed under the certificate hold-
er’s manual and this chapter.

§135.415 Service difficulty reports.

(a) Each certificate holder shall re-
port the occurrence or detection of
each failure, malfunction, or defect in
an aircraft concerning—

(1) Fires during flight and whether
the related fire-warning system func-
tioned properly;
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(2) Fires during flight not protected
by related fire-warning system;

(3) False fire-warning during flight;

(4) An exhaust system that causes
damage during flight to the engine, ad-
jacent structure, equipment, or compo-
nents;

(5) An aircraft component that
causes accumulation or circulation of
smoke, vapor, or toxic or noxious
fumes in the crew compartment or pas-
senger cabin during flight;

(6) Engine shutdown during flight be-
cause of flameout;

(7) Engine shutdown during flight
when external damage to the engine or
aircraft structure occurs;

(8) Engine shutdown during flight due
to foreign object ingestion or icing;

(9) Shutdown of more than one en-
gine during flight;

(10) A propeller feathering system or
ability of the system to control over-
speed during flight;

(11) A fuel or fuel-dumping system
that affects fuel flow or causes haz-
ardous leakage during flight;

(12) An unwanted landing gear exten-
sion or retraction or opening or closing
of landing gear doors during flight;

(13) Brake system components that
result in loss of brake actuating force
when the aircraft is in motion on the
ground;

(14) Aircraft structure that requires
major repair;

(15) Cracks, permanent deformation,
or corrosion of aircraft structures, if
more than the maximum acceptable to
the manufacturer or the FAA; and

(16) Aircraft components or systems
that result in taking emergency ac-
tions during flight (except action to
shut-down an engine).

(b) For the purpose of this section,
during flight means the period from the
moment the aircraft leaves the surface
of the earth on takeoff until it touches
down on landing.

(c) In addition to the reports required
by paragraph (a) of this section, each
certificate holder shall report any
other failure, malfunction, or defect in
an aircraft that occurs or is detected at
any time if, in its opinion, the failure,
malfunction, or defect has endangered
or may endanger the safe operation of
the aircraft.

§135.415

(d) Bach certificate holder shall sub-
mit each report required by this sec-
tion, covering each 24-hour period be-
ginning at 0900 local time of each day
and ending at 0900 local time on the
next day, to the FAA offices in Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma. Each report of
occurrences during a 24-hour period
shall be submitted to the collection
point within the next 96 hours. How-
ever, a report due on Saturday or Sun-
day may be submitted on the following
Monday, and a report due on a holiday
may be submitted on the next work-
day.

(e) The certificate holder shall trans-
mit the reports required by this section
on a form and in a manner prescribed
by the Administrator, and shall include
as much of the following as is avail-
able:

(1) The type and identification num-
ber of the aircraft.

(2) The name of the operator.

(3) The date.

(4) The nature of the failure, mal-
function, or defect.

(5) Identification of the part and sys-
tem involved, including available infor-
mation pertaining to type designation
of the major component and time since
last overhaul, if known.

(6) Apparent cause of the failure,
malfunction or defect (e.g., wear,
crack, design deficiency, or personnel
error).

(7) Other pertinent information nec-
essary for more complete identifica-
tion, determination of seriousness, or
corrective action.

(f) A certificate holder that is also
the holder of a type certificate (includ-
ing a supplemental type certificate), a
Parts Manufacturer Approval, or a
Technical Standard Order Authoriza-
tion, or that is the licensee of a type
certificate need not report a failure,
malfunction, or defect under this sec-
tion if the failure, malfunction, or de-
fect has been reported by it under §21.3
or §37.17 of this chapter or under the
accident reporting provisions of part
830 of the regulations of the National
Transportation Safety Board.

(g) No person may withhold a report
required by this section even though
all information required by this section
is not available.
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(h) When the certificate holder gets
additional information, including in-
formation from the manufacturer or
other agency, concerning a report re-
quired by this section, it shall expedi-
tiously submit it as a supplement to
the first report and reference the date
and place of submission of the first re-
port.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978, as
amended by Amdt. 135-102, 70 FR 76979, Dec.
29, 2005]

§135.417 Mechanical
summary report.

Each certificate holder shall mail or
deliver, before the end of the 10th day
of the following month, a summary re-
port of the following occurrences in
multiengine aircraft for the preceding
month to the certificate-holding dis-
trict office:

(a) Each interruption to a flight, un-
scheduled change of aircraft en route,
or unscheduled stop or diversion from a
route, caused by known or suspected
mechanical difficulties or malfunctions
that are not required to be reported
under §135.415.

(b) The number of propeller
featherings in flight, listed by type of
propeller and engine and aircraft on
which it was installed. Propeller
featherings for training, demonstra-
tion, or flight check purposes need not
be reported.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978, as

amended by Amdt. 135-60, 61 FR 2616, Jan. 26,
1996]

interruption

§135.419 Approved aircraft inspection
program.

(a) Whenever the Administrator finds
that the aircraft inspections required
or allowed under part 91 of this chapter
are not adequate to meet this part, or
upon application by a certificate hold-
er, the Administrator may amend the
certificate holder’s operations speci-
fications under §119.51, to require or
allow an approved aircraft inspection
program for any make and model air-
craft of which the certificate holder
has the exclusive use of at least one
aircraft (as defined in §135.25(b)).

(b) A certificate holder who applies
for an amendment of its operations
specifications to allow an approved air-
craft inspection program must submit
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that program with its application for
approval by the Administrator.

(c) Each certificate holder who is re-
quired by its operations specifications
to have an approved aircraft inspection
program shall submit a program for ap-
proval by the Administrator within 30
days of the amendment of its oper-
ations specifications or within any
other period that the Administrator
may prescribe in the operations speci-
fications.

(d) The aircraft inspection program
submitted for approval by the Adminis-
trator must contain the following:

(1) Instructions and procedures for
the conduct of aircraft inspections
(which must include necessary tests
and checks), setting forth in detail the
parts and areas of the airframe, en-
gines, propellers, rotors, and appli-
ances, including emergency equipment,
that must be inspected.

(2) A schedule for the performance of
the aircraft inspections under para-
graph (d)(1) of this section expressed in
terms of the time in service, calendar
time, number of system operations, or
any combination of these.

(3) Instructions and procedures for
recording discrepancies found during
inspections and correction or deferral
of discrepancies including form and
disposition of records.

(e) After approval, the certificate
holder shall include the approved air-
craft inspection program in the manual
required by §135.21.

(f) Whenever the Administrator finds
that revisions to an approved aircraft
inspection program are necessary for
the continued adequacy of the pro-
gram, the certificate holder shall, after
notification by the Administrator,
make any changes in the program
found by the Administrator to be nec-
essary. The certificate holder may pe-
tition the Administrator to reconsider
the notice to make any changes in a
program. The petition must be filed
with the representatives of the Admin-
istrator assigned to it within 30 days
after the certificate holder receives the
notice. Except in the case of an emer-
gency requiring immediate action in
the interest of safety, the filing of the
petition stays the notice pending a de-
cision by the Administrator.
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(g) Each certificate holder who has
an approved aircraft inspection pro-
gram shall have each aircraft that is
subject to the program inspected in ac-
cordance with the program.

(h) The registration number of each
aircraft that is subject to an approved
aircraft inspection program must be in-
cluded in the operations specifications
of the certificate holder.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978, as
amended by Amdt. 135-104, 71 FR 536, Jan. 4,
2006]

§135.421 Additional maintenance re-
quirements.

(a) Each certificate holder who oper-
ates an aircraft type certificated for a
passenger seating configuration, ex-
cluding any pilot seat, of nine seats or
less, must comply with the manufac-
turer’s recommended maintenance pro-
grams, or a program approved by the
Administrator, for each aircraft en-
gine, propeller, rotor, and each item of
emergency equipment required by this
chapter.

(b) For the purpose of this section, a
manufacturer’s maintenance program
is one which is contained in the main-
tenance manual or maintenance in-
structions set forth by the manufac-
turer as required by this chapter for
the aircraft, aircraft engine, propeller,
rotor or item of emergency equipment.

(c) For each single engine aircraft to
be used in passenger-carrying IFR op-
erations, each certificate holder must
incorporate into its maintenance pro-
gram either:

(1) The manufacturer’s recommended
engine trend monitoring program,
which includes an oil analysis, if appro-
priate, or

(2) An FAA approved engine trend
monitoring program that includes an
oil analysis at each 100 hour interval or
at the manufacturer’s suggested inter-
val, whichever is more frequent.

(d) For single engine aircraft to be
used in passenger-carrying IFR oper-
ations, written maintenance instruc-
tions containing the methods, tech-
niques, and practices necessary to
maintain the equipment specified in
§§135.105, and 135.163 (f) and (h) are re-
quired.

(e) No certificate holder may operate
a single engine aircraft under IFR, car-

§135.422

rying passengers, unless the certificate
holder records and maintains in the en-
gine maintenance records the results of
each test, observation, and inspection
required by the applicable engine trend
monitoring program specified in (c) (1)
and (2) of this section.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978, as
amended by Amdt. 135-70, 62 FR 42374, Aug. 6,
1997]

§135.422 Aging airplane inspections
and records reviews for multien-
gine airplanes certificated with
nine or fewer passenger seats.

(a) Applicability. This section applies
to multiengine airplanes certificated
with nine or fewer passenger seats, op-
erated by a certificate holder in a
scheduled operation under this part,
except for those airplanes operated by
a certificate holder in a scheduled op-
eration between any point within the
State of Alaska and any other point
within the State of Alaska.

(b) Operation after inspections and
records review. After the dates specified
in this paragraph, a certificate holder
may not operate a multiengine air-
plane in a scheduled operation under
this part unless the Administrator has
notified the certificate holder that the
Administrator has completed the aging
airplane inspection and records review
required by this section. During the in-
spection and records review, the cer-
tificate holder must demonstrate to
the Administrator that the mainte-
nance of age-sensitive parts and com-
ponents of the airplane has been ade-
quate and timely enough to ensure the
highest degree of safety.

(1) Airplanes exceeding 24 years in serv-
ice on December 8, 2003; initial and repet-
itive inspections and records reviews. For
an airplane that has exceeded 24 years
in service on December 8, 2003, no later
than December 5, 2007, and thereafter
at intervals not to exceed 7 years.

(2) Airplanes exceeding 14 years in serv-
ice but not 24 years in service on Decem-
ber 8, 2003; initial and repetitive inspec-
tions and records reviews. For an air-
plane that has exceeded 14 years in
service, but not 24 years in service, on
December 8, 2003, no later than Decem-
ber 4, 2008, and thereafter at intervals
not to exceed 7 years.
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(3) Airplanes not exceeding 14 years in
service on December 8, 2003; initial and re-
petitive inspections and records reviews.
For an airplane that has not exceeded
14 years in service on December 8, 2003,
no later than 5 years after the start of
the airplane’s 15th year in service and
thereafter at intervals not to exceed 7
years.

(c) Unforeseen schedule conflict. In the
event of an unforeseen scheduling con-
flict for a specific airplane, the Admin-
istrator may approve an extension of
up to 90 days beyond an interval speci-
fied in paragraph (b) of this section.

(d) Airplane and records availability.
The certificate holder must make
available to the Administrator each
airplane for which an inspection and
records review is required under this
section, in a condition for inspection
specified by the Administrator, to-
gether with the records containing the
following information:

(1) Total years in service of the air-
plane;

(2) Total time in service of the air-
frame;

(3) Date of the last inspection and
records review required by this section;

(4) Current status of life-limited
parts of the airframe;

(5) Time since the last overhaul of all
structural components required to be
overhauled on a specific time basis;

(6) Current inspection status of the
airplane, including the time since the
last inspection required by the inspec-
tion program under which the airplane
is maintained;

(7) Current status of applicable air-
worthiness directives, including the
date and methods of compliance, and,
if the airworthiness directive involves
recurring action, the time and date
when the next action is required;

(8) A list of major structural alter-
ations; and

(9) A report of major structural re-
pairs and the current inspection status
for these repairs.

(e) Notification to the Administrator.
Each certificate holder must notify the
Administrator at least 60 days before
the date on which the airplane and air-
plane records will be made available
for the inspection and records review.

[Doc. No. FAA-1999-5401, 70 FR 5533, Feb. 2,
2005]
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§135.423 Maintenance, preventive
maintenance, and alteration organi-
zation.

(a) Each certificate holder that per-
forms any of its maintenance (other
than required inspections), preventive
maintenance, or alterations, and each
person with whom it arranges for the
performance of that work, must have
an organization adequate to perform
the work.

(b) Each certificate holder that per-
forms any inspections required by its
manual under §135.427(b) (2) or (3), (in
this subpart referred to as required in-
spections), and each person with whom
it arranges for the performance of that
work, must have an organization ade-
quate to perform that work.

(c) Each person performing required
inspections in addition to other main-
tenance, preventive maintenance, or
alterations, shall organize the perform-
ance of those functions so as to sepa-
rate the required inspection functions
from the other maintenance, preven-
tive maintenance, and alteration func-
tions. The separation shall be below
the level of administrative control at
which overall responsibility for the re-
quired inspection functions and other
maintenance, preventive maintenance,
and alteration functions is exercised.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978. Re-
designated by Amdt. 135-81, 67 FR 72765, Dec.
6, 2002. Redesignated by Amdt. 135-81, 70 FR
55633, Feb. 2, 2005]

§135.425 Maintenance, preventive
maintenance, and alteration pro-
grams.

Each certificate holder shall have an
inspection program and a program cov-
ering other maintenance, preventive
maintenance, and alterations, that en-
sures that—

(a) Maintenance, preventive mainte-
nance, and alterations performed by it,
or by other persons, are performed
under the certificate holder’s manual;

(b) Competent personnel and ade-
quate facilities and equipment are pro-
vided for the proper performance of
maintenance, preventive maintenance,
and alterations; and

(c) Bach aircraft released to service
is airworthy and has been properly
maintained for operation under this
part.
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§135.427 Manual requirements.

(a) Bach certificate holder shall put
in its manual the chart or description
of the certificate holder’s organization
required by §135.423 and a list of per-
sons with whom it has arranged for the
performance of any of its required in-
spections, other maintenance, preven-
tive maintenance, or alterations, in-
cluding a general description of that
work.

(b) Each certificate holder shall put
in its manual the programs required by
§135.425 that must be followed in per-
forming maintenance, preventive
maintenance, and alterations of that
certificate holder’s aircraft, including
airframes, aircraft engines, propellers,
rotors, appliances, emergency equip-
ment, and parts, and must include at
least the following:

(1) The method of performing routine
and mnonroutine maintenance (other
than required inspections), preventive
maintenance, and alterations.

(2) A designation of the items of
maintenance and alteration that must
be inspected (required inspections) in-
cluding at least those that could result
in a failure, malfunction, or defect en-
dangering the safe operation of the air-
craft, if not performed properly or if
improper parts or materials are used.

(3) The method of performing re-
quired inspections and a designation by
occupational title of personnel author-
ized to perform each required inspec-
tion.

(4) Procedures for the reinspection of
work performed under previous re-
quired inspection findings (buy-back
procedures).

(6) Procedures, standards, and limits
necessary for required inspections and
acceptance or rejection of the items re-
quired to be inspected and for periodic
inspection and calibration of precision
tools, measuring devices, and test
equipment.

(6) Procedures to ensure that all re-
quired inspections are performed.

(7) Instructions to prevent any per-
son who performs any item of work
from performing any required inspec-
tion of that work.

(8) Imstructions and procedures to
prevent any decision of an inspector re-
garding any required inspection from
being countermanded by persons other

§135.429

than supervisory personnel of the in-
spection unit, or a person at the level
of administrative control that has
overall responsibility for the manage-
ment of both the required inspection
functions and the other maintenance,
preventive maintenance, and alter-
ations functions.

(9) Procedures to ensure that re-
quired inspections, other maintenance,
preventive maintenance, and alter-
ations that are not completed as a re-
sult of work interruptions are properly
completed before the aircraft is re-
leased to service.

(c) Each certificate holder shall put
in its manual a suitable system (which
may include a coded system) that pro-
vides for the retention of the following
information—

(1) A description (or reference to data
acceptable to the Administrator) of the
work performed;

(2) The name of the person per-
forming the work if the work is per-
formed by a person outside the organi-
zation of the certificate holder; and

(3) The name or other positive identi-
fication of the individual approving the
work.

(d) For the purposes of this part, the
certificate holder must prepare that
part of its manual containing mainte-
nance information and instructions, in
whole or in part, in printed form or
other form, acceptable to the Adminis-
trator, that is retrievable in the
English language.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978, as
amended by Amdt. 135-66, 62 FR 13257, Mar.
19, 1997; 69 FR 18472, Apr. 8, 2004; Amdt. 135
118, 74 FR 38522, Aug. 4, 2009]

§135.429 Required
sonnel.

inspection per-

(a) No person may use any person to
perform required inspections unless the
person performing the inspection is ap-
propriately certificated, properly
trained, qualified, and authorized to do
S0.

(b) No person may allow any person
to perform a required inspection un-
less, at the time, the person performing
that inspection is under the super-
vision and control of an inspection
unit.
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(c) No person may perform a required
inspection if that person performed the
item of work required to be inspected.

(d) In the case of rotorcraft that op-
erate in remote areas or sites, the Ad-
ministrator may approve procedures
for the performance of required inspec-
tion items by a pilot when no other
qualified person is available, pro-
vided—

(1) The pilot is employed by the cer-
tificate holder;

(2) It can be shown to the satisfaction
of the Administrator that each pilot
authorized to perform required inspec-
tions is properly trained and qualified;

(3) The required inspection is a result
of a mechanical interruption and is not
a part of a certificate holder’s contin-
uous airworthiness maintenance pro-
gram;

(4) Bach item is inspected after each
flight until the item has been inspected
by an appropriately certificated me-
chanic other than the one who origi-
nally performed the item of work; and

(5) Bach item of work that is a re-
quired inspection item that is part of
the flight control system shall be flight
tested and reinspected before the air-
craft is approved for return to service.

(e) Each certificate holder shall
maintain, or shall determine that each
person with whom it arranges to per-
form its required inspections main-
tains, a current listing of persons who
have been trained, qualified, and au-
thorized to conduct required inspec-
tions. The persons must be identified
by name, occupational title and the in-
spections that they are authorized to
perform. The certificate holder (or per-
son with whom it arranges to perform
its required inspections) shall give
written information to each person so
authorized, describing the extent of
that person’s responsibilities, authori-
ties, and inspectional limitations. The
list shall be made available for inspec-
tion by the Administrator upon re-
quest.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978, as

amended by Amdt. 135-20, 51 FR 40710, Nov. 7,
1986]

§135.431 Continuing analysis and sur-
veillance.

(a) Each certificate holder shall es-
tablish and maintain a system for the
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continuing analysis and surveillance of
the performance and effectiveness of
its inspection program and the pro-
gram covering other maintenance, pre-
ventive maintenance, and alterations
and for the correction of any deficiency
in those programs, regardless of wheth-
er those programs are carried out by
the certificate holder or by another
person.

(b) Whenever the Administrator finds
that either or both of the programs de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section
does not contain adequate procedures
and standards to meet this part, the
certificate holder shall, after notifica-
tion by the Administrator, make
changes in those programs requested
by the Administrator.

(c) A certificate holder may petition
the Administrator to reconsider the
notice to make a change in a program.
The petition must be filed with the cer-
tificate-holding district office within 30
days after the certificate holder re-
ceives the notice. Except in the case of
an emergency requiring immediate ac-
tion in the interest of safety, the filing
of the petition stays the notice pending
a decision by the Administrator.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978, as
amended by Amdt. 135-60, 61 FR 2617, Jan. 26,
1996]

§135.433 Maintenance and preventive
maintenance training program.

Each certificate holder or a person
performing maintenance or preventive
maintenance functions for it shall have
a training program to ensure that each
person (including inspection personnel)
who determines the adequacy of work
done is fully informed about procedures
and techniques and new equipment in
use and is competent to perform that
person’s duties.

§135.435 Certificate requirements.

(a) Except for maintenance, preven-
tive maintenance, alterations, and re-
quired inspections performed by a cer-
tificated repair station that is located
outside the United States, each person
who is directly in charge of mainte-
nance, preventive maintenance, or al-
terations, and each person performing
required inspections must hold an ap-
propriate airman certificate.
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(b) For the purpose of this section, a
person directly in charge is each person
assigned to a position in which that
person is responsible for the work of a
shop or station that performs mainte-
nance, preventive maintenance, alter-
ations, or other functions affecting air-
worthiness. A person who is directly in
charge need not physically observe and
direct each worker constantly but
must be available for consultation and
decision on matters requiring instruc-
tion or decision from higher authority
than that of the person performing the
work.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978, as
amended by Amdt. 135-82, 66 FR 41117, Aug. 6,
2001]

§135.437 Authority to perform and ap-
prove maintenance, preventive
maintenance, and alterations.

(a) A certificate holder may perform
or make arrangements with other per-
sons to perform maintenance, preven-
tive maintenance, and alterations as
provided in its maintenance manual. In
addition, a certificate holder may per-
form these functions for another cer-
tificate holder as provided in the main-
tenance manual of the other certificate
holder.

(b) A certificate holder may approve
any airframe, aircraft engine, pro-
peller, rotor, or appliance for return to
service after maintenance, preventive
maintenance, or alterations that are
performed under paragraph (a) of this
section. However, in the case of a
major repair or alteration, the work
must have been done in accordance
with technical data approved by the
Administrator.

§135.439 Maintenance recording re-
quirements.

(a) Each certificate holder shall keep
(using the system specified in the man-
ual required in §135.427) the following
records for the periods specified in
paragraph (b) of this section:

(1) All the records necessary to show
that all requirements for the issuance
of an airworthiness release under
§135.443 have been met.

(2) Records containing the following
information:

(i) The total time in service of the
airframe, engine, propeller, and rotor.

§135.441

(ii) The current status of life-limited
parts of each airframe, engine, pro-
peller, rotor, and appliance.

(iii) The time since last overhaul of
each item installed on the aircraft
which are required to be overhauled on
a specified time basis.

(iv) The identification of the current
inspection status of the aircraft, in-
cluding the time since the last inspec-
tions required by the inspection pro-
gram under which the aircraft and its
appliances are maintained.

(v) The current status of applicable
airworthiness directives, including the
date and methods of compliance, and,
if the airworthiness directive involves
recurring action, the time and date
when the next action is required.

(vi) A list of current major alter-
ations and repairs to each airframe, en-
gine, propeller, rotor, and appliance.

(b) Each certificate holder shall re-
tain the records required to be kept by
this section for the following periods:

(1) Except for the records of the last
complete overhaul of each airframe,
engine, propeller, rotor, and appliance
the records specified in paragraph (a)(1)
of this section shall be retained until
the work is repeated or superseded by
other work or for one year after the
work is performed.

(2) The records of the last complete
overhaul of each airframe, engine, pro-
peller, rotor, and appliance shall be re-
tained until the work is superseded by
work of equivalent scope and detail.

(3) The records specified in paragraph
(a)(2) of this section shall be retained
and transferred with the aircraft at the
time the aircraft is sold.

(c) The certificate holder shall make
all maintenance records required to be
kept by this section available for in-
spection by the Administrator or any
representative of the National Trans-
portation Safety Board.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978; 43
FR 49975, Oct. 26, 1978]

§135.441 Transfer of
records.

Each certificate holder who sells a
United States registered aircraft shall
transfer to the purchaser, at the time
of the sale, the following records of
that aircraft, in plain language form or
in coded form which provides for the

maintenance
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preservation and retrieval of informa-
tion in a manner acceptable to the Ad-
ministrator:

(a) The records specified in
§135.439(a)(2).
(b) The records specified in

§135.439(a)(1) which are not included in
the records covered by paragraph (a) of
this section, except that the purchaser
may allow the seller to keep physical
custody of such records. However, cus-
tody of records by the seller does not
relieve the purchaser of its responsi-
bility under §135.439(c) to make the
records available for inspection by the
Administrator or any representative of
the National Transportation Safety
Board.

§135.443 Airworthiness release or air-
craft maintenance log entry.

(a) No certificate holder may operate
an aircraft after maintenance, preven-
tive maintenance, or alterations are
performed on the aircraft unless the
certificate holder prepares, or causes
the person with whom the certificate
holder arranges for the performance of
the maintenance, preventive mainte-
nance, or alterations, to prepare—

(1) An airworthiness release; or

(2) An appropriate entry in the air-
craft maintenance log.

(b) The airworthiness release or log
entry required by paragraph (a) of this
section must—

(1) Be prepared in accordance with
the procedure in the certificate hold-
er’s manual;

(2) Include a certification that—

(i) The work was performed in ac-
cordance with the requirements of the
certificate holder’s manual;

(ii) All items required to be inspected
were inspected by an authorized person
who determined that the work was sat-
isfactorily completed;

(iii) No known condition exists that
would make the aircraft unairworthy;
and

(iv) So far as the work performed is
concerned, the aircraft is in condition
for safe operation; and

(3) Be signed by an authorized certifi-
cated mechanic or repairman, except
that a certificated repairman may sign
the release or entry only for the work
for which that person is employed and
for which that person is certificated.
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(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (b)(3)
of this section, after maintenance, pre-
ventive maintenance, or alterations
performed by a repair station located
outside the United States , the air-
worthiness release or log entry re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section
may be signed by a person authorized
by that repair station.

(d) Instead of restating each of the
conditions of the certification required
by paragraph (b) of this section, the
certificate holder may state in its
manual that the signature of an au-
thorized certificated mechanic or re-
pairman constitutes that certification.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978, as
amended by Amdt. 135-29, 53 FR 47375, Nov.
22, 1988; Amdt. 135-82, 66 FR 41117, Aug. 6,
2001]

Subpart K—Hazardous Materials
Training Program

SOURCE: Doc. No. FAA-2003-15085, 70 FR
58829, Oct. 7, 2005, unless otherwise noted.

§135.501 Applicability and definitions.

(a) This subpart prescribes the re-
quirements applicable to each certifi-
cate holder for training each crew-
member and person performing or di-
rectly supervising any of the following
job functions involving any item for
transport on board an aircraft:

(1) Acceptance;

(2) Rejection;

(3) Handling;

(4) Storage incidental to transport;

(5) Packaging of company material;
or

(6) Loading.

(b) Definitions. For purposes of this
subpart, the following definitions
apply:

(1) Company material (COMAT)—Mate-
rial owned or used by a certificate
holder.

(2) Initial hazardous materials train-
ing—The basic training required for
each newly hired person, or each per-
son changing job functions, who per-
forms or directly supervises any of the
job functions specified in paragraph (a)
of this section.

(3) Recurrent hazardous materials
training—The training required every
24 months for each person who has sat-
isfactorily completed the certificate
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